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Stella Yao

What Words Cannot Explain

Art: the expression or application of human creative skill and imagination, producing works to be appreciated pri-
marily for their beauty or emotional power, typically in a visual form such as painting or sculpture. If you break up
this definition 1nto parts, you’ll see that art 1s everywhere.

Take me for example. On the outside, I am a regular high school student who’s struggling to get through this dif-
ficult phase of my life. But if you dig a little deeper, you will see the sparks of life that differentiate me from others.
For example, you can easily say that robotics is the expression or application of human creative skill and 1magina-
tion. How do you bring a robot to life when all you have are scraps of metal, bundles of wires, and clueless students?
Every great creation begins with a spark, an 1dea that defies all physics.

Moving away from this, there 1s no way you can say that marching band and dance 1s not appreciated primarily
for their beauty or emotional power. How do you take a group of students of every size, grade, gender, and belief and
create a unified entity? Countless hours of hard work fine tuned every shape you see and every note we play.
Likewise, all dancers know that smiles on stage do not come naturally. It masks the pain we feel in our feet, the trem-
bling in our arms, and the fatigue that threatens to crash down upon us any second of the performance.

So why do we do 1t? Because it 1s something that we love, something that we are passionate about, and something
that 1s a part of us. Now, we have the obvious definition that most people associate with the word “art”: a visual piece
such as a painting or sculpture. Take a look around. Every painting that surrounds you started off as a blank canvas.
Maybe the artist began knowing exactly what they wanted to see or maybe they had no clue at all. But one thing ev-
erything has in common 1s that they are a part of me as well as many of my fellow peers. Our emotions manipulate
what comes out. Our anger yields dark reds in paintings and fierce movements in dance. We seek the emotional re-
lease that these activities give us.

So I would like to thank art for all the times 1t has pulled me out of the dark and given me something to take my

emotions out on. Because art speaks what words are not able to explain.
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